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FRENCH MEADOWS RESERVOIR AREA WITH CAMPSITES. 
TAHOE NATIONAL FOREST MAP LOCATION, T15N R14E. 
Located 36-miles east of Foresthill by way of Mosquito Ridge Road # 96. This recreation 
area is within the State Game Refuge and no firearms are permitted.  Recreational gold 
mining is allowed outside of the Refuge. Check for fresh water and reservoir 
boundaries before prospecting. 
 
89...French Meadows Campground and Forest Station. 
Located on the south shore of the reservoir with 75 campsites. Piped water. Flush 
toilets. Concrete boat launching ramp near-by. 
90...French Meadows Picnic Area. Day use only. Located on the south shore of the 
reservoir. Boat ramp. With 7 picnic sites, tables and cooking grills.  Campfire circle. 
Piped water. Flush toilets. 
91...Gates Group Camp. Located east side of reservoir. By reservation only. Contact; 
Foresthill Ranger District, 22830 Foresthill Road, Foresthill, CA., 95631. 916-367-2224. 
Two 25-person campsites. One 75-person campsite. Campfire circle. Piped water. Vault 
toilets. Parking. 
92...Coyote Group Campground. Located northeast on the shore of the reservoir. By 
reservation only. Contact the above Ranger address. Three 25 person campsite. One 
50-person campsite. Piped water. Toilets. 
93...Lewis Campground. Located on the north shore of the reservoir. With 40 
campsites. Piped water. Flush toilets. Boat ramp. 
94...McGuire Picnic Site. Day use only. Located on the north shore of the reservoir. 
With 10 picnic sites, tables and cooking grills. Piped water. Flush toilets. Central parking. 
Beach with swimming facilities. 
95...Poppy Campground. Located on the northwest shore of the reservoir. Access by 
boat or trail only. Approximate one-mile walking distance from McGuire parking lot. With 
12 campsites. Vault toilets. River water source, purify before using.  
96...Ahart Campground. Located on the middle Fork of the American River. One-mile 
above the reservoir with 12 campsites on the Mosquito Ridge Road. Vault toilets. River 
water source, purify before using. 
97...Talbot Campground. Located on the Middle Fork of the American River five-miles 
above the reservoir with 5 campsites. Vault toilets. River water, purify before using. Near 
trailhead to the Granite Chief area. 
 
The above campsites make excellent base campsites for jumping off into the 
back-country to do recreational mining in the water-runs. History has experienced 
hydraulic mining and lode mining in the stream placer gravel. 
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